1) A Plus-Sized
(|  Revolution

It isdefinitely not a new issue. It hasbeen around for ages; diet fads, fashion
magazines, documentarieslike” Super Size Me,” the government’s panic attack over
the obesity of Americans. We are bombarded on an almost daily basiswith images
of what we should look like.

Somewher e along the way people started fighting back. A movement isaliveand
well filled with individuals who believe in the power of accepting themselves, asthey
are at any size. Toalot of usitisstill just awhisper, but it hastaken afirm hold in
many citiesaround theworld, even reaching the very air waves.

In 2007 the British recording artist Mika released his hit single,
“Big Girls’ tothemasses. The chorusreads:

“Get yoursdlf to the Butterfly Lounge
Find yourself a big lady

Big boy come on around

And they'll be calling you baby”

To millionsthisupbeat, positive song became an anthem, to othersit became an
introduction to a world and a concept they had not dared to dream of. What was
this Butterfly Lounge? Wheredid thisworld exist? To answer that first question,
The Butterfly Loungeis a size-acceptance night club found in Orange County in
southern California. If you think it isthe only one, you would be very sadly
mistaken.

Damn!Sexy had the opportunity to talk with Jean Olson and
Tony Piersanti out of Reno, NV, co-ownersof a size
acceptance night club called PlusLife. Openinglessthan a
year ago on October 19, 2007 it isalabor of love for them
both.

“It’'sarollercoaster ride at times, some days we think about cashingit in, other days
arereally great. Whenever someone comes up to us and tellsusthat they haven't
been dancing in 15 years, we get really excited about what we are ableto do.” —
Tony Piersanti



“What Tony and | aredoing in Reno we would probably do for free. Wedon't
make much money at all, therewardsthat we get with other people finding their
confidenceiswherewe ar e getting paid.” —Jean Olson

Theideafor thisventure had really been planted in both Jean and Tony year s ago.
Tony found himself in southern California doing an internship. Hewassingle and
wanted to find a place wher e he could meet the big beautiful women he was
attracted to.

“I wassingleand | waslooking to go on a vacation and ended up finding a plus sized
cruiseleaving out of L ong Beach sponsored by the Butterfly L ounge out of Costa
Mesa.” - Tony Piersanti

“I’ve been big for most of my life, all my life, sol never knew

M therewassomething out therelikethis, but my aunt had goneto

B these places before and told me about them. Shetook meto the
Butterfly Lounge. | was amazed, | kept getting hit on constantly
throughout the night, it was definitely a boost for my confidence.”
§ —Jean Olson

It wasinevitable, or maybeit wasfate, but Tony and Jean eventually met. A
relationship soon blossomed and they found themselves back to Tony’shomein
Reno so he could finish his schooling.

“When we wanted to go out, there was nowherein Reno like the clubs we had gotten
used to. Wereally missed that scene, that camaraderie of a night club likethat.” —
Jean Olson

Two highly motivated people, they didn’t sit around and wait for a club to pop up in
Reno, they decided to do it themselves.

“We wanted to create a night club setting tailored toward the plus sized individual
and their admirers, so they can cometo a place wherethey feel accepted. Wewon't
discriminate against anybody of any size, so if someone thinner wantsto comein we
won’t turn them away or make them

feel inadequate or likethey shouldn’t bethere. There'sonly a
handful of these clubsout thereand it isthefirst of itskind in
Reno.”

-Tony Piersanti

Tony and Jean wer e soon ableto strike up a deal with an existing
night club in Reno. Every Friday night from 9pm until 2 am Club
PlusLifeemergesintothenight life. It’smorethan just having a placeto go dance
on a Friday night to these two.




